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The War of Russia with Germany. The Effect of Our Brisant Shells, WW1 Lithographic Poster, late 1914.

Large lithographic print measuring 22" x 16", printed at the Typo-Lithography of A. Krylov & Co., Moscow. Part of the series Album of the Great War, Drawing # 9.
The caption under the image reads "In battles on the Vistula River, the artfully made enemy trenches were difficult to destroy with regular artillery fire; only the
precise strikes by brisant shells made it possible to dislodge them from their deep holes. The effect of the brisant shells is so terrible that the famed German
military art turned out completely powerless."

In very good condition. The poster shows minor creases and some wear to the margins including shallow tears. Longer tears have been repaired and reinforced
with acid-free library tape on the verso. If desired, the smaller tears are equally repairable. The paper is somewhat brittle and requires care when manhandled.
Framing the poster seems to be the best way to preserve it for many more years. The colors are fresh and vibrant, the text is completely legible.

The captions refer to the battles on the Vistula that took place during the October-November 1914 advance of the Russian Army into East Prussia. Brisant shells
were introduced in the 19th century, and were used by almost all armies: British, German, Russian, Austrian, Japanese, etc. Filled with picric acid based high
explosives such as lyddite, melinite, dynamite, etc., they possessed much stronger effect than fragmentation rounds filled with gunpowder. The shells were made
of well-tempered steel. Upon detonation, the speed of expansion of these high explosives was such that the shards flew in every direction, killing more people
than gunpowder-filled fragmentation rounds.

Please note that the 1-ft. ruler in our photo is for size reference.
Item# 45446

$175.00
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